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OVERVIEW OF THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM

1. What is the structure of the Federal Court System? Include the three levels of courts and their names. The Federal Court System has three major levels namely; circuit courts, district courts and Supreme Court. The district courts are meant for trails, circuit courts are the first level of appeal while the Supreme Court is the final level of appeal of the Federal Court System. There are 13 circuit courts, 94 district courts and 1 Supreme Court in the Federal Court System.
2. What is the jurisdiction of the Federal Court System? If you want to start a court case in the federal system, what requirements do you have to meet in terms of money or subject matter?  Jurisdiction is the authority granted by the law to a court to give trials to cases and be able to rule on legal issues in a particular geographical location. To start a case on  federal system, some of the requirements are personal jurisdiction and fees for application and mediation of the case.
 

THE US SUPREME COURT

1. What document authorizes us to have a Supreme Court? Where and when did the first US Supreme Court first meet? The U.S is authorized by the United States Constitution to have a Supreme Court. The US Supreme Court had their first meeting in the Royal Exchange Building on the Broad Street of the New York City in 1970.
2. Who was the First Chief Justice? Who is the current Chief Justice? What does the Chief Justice do that is different than the other Justices? The first chief justice was John Jay from 1789-1795 while the current one is John Roberts from 2005. He or she acts as the chief judge of the Supreme Court and the head of the Federal Court System of the United States (Landis, 2017). 
3. What is the term of the US Supreme Court (What day does the term start on?)  There is no set term for the supreme court unless one is removed from the office by an impeachment. The term of the Supreme Court begins on the first Monday of October.
4. If you visited the Supreme Court while they were in session, what would a typical session look like? (what does a typical day in the Supreme Court look like?) The session should have chief justice and other associate chief justices.
5. Explain the caseload of the US Supreme Court. How many cases are submitted to the court? How many do they actually listen to and decide on? Every term, there are approximately 7000 to 8000 cases that are filed in the Supreme Court with approximately 80 cases that are listened to and decided on (Landis, 2017). 
6. Who are the current justices of the US Supreme Court? The current Justices of the US Supreme Court include; Samuel Alito, Stephen Breyer, Neil Gorsuch, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Sonia Sotomayor and Anthony Kennedy.
7. Give a short biography of one of the Justices. Include where they went to Law School, what President appointed them, and how long they have been on the Supreme Court. Ruth Bader Ginsburg was born on 15th March 1933 in Brooklyn in New York and she is an associate Justice of the US Supreme Court.  In 1956, she enrolled for law at Havard Law School and  later she transferred to Columbia Law School where she got her Bachelor of Law in 1959. She was appointed by President Bill Clinton and took the oath of office on 10th of August in 1993. She has been in the Supreme Court for 85 years (Howard, 2014).
8. Give a short description of one historical Supreme Court case of interest. What were the facts of the case and what was the court's decision? About 10 weeks after the U.S. entered World War II, President gave an order that authorizeded the armed forces and secretary of War to relocate all to detention camps.  The facts of this case are that a 23-year-old Japanese-American citizen turned down the order to leave his job and home and he was arrested by the FBI. Court’s ruling was that detention was a military necessity but not race-based (Howard, 2014).
9. Give a short description of one current Supreme Court case of interest. What are the facts of the case?  The current case of interest is Same-Sex Marriage whereby the court ruled that same-sex marriage is guaranteed by the constitution. The facts of the case are; couple of same sex can marry in 3 dozen states, the Supreme court has given an expansion on the rights of gay Americans (Howard, 2014).

 THE US COURTS OF APPEALS

1. How are the Federal Appeals Courts organized? How many are there and what are they named? There are 13 appellate courts with 94 federal judicial districts that are organized into 12 regional circuits. Each regional circuit has its own court of appeal.
2. If a Massachusetts resident had a case at this level, which of the Federal Appeals Courts would it be in? If a Massachusetts had a case it would be in District Levels, the trial courts. What courthouse in Massachusetts would I go to for this case? For this case, I would go for U.S States Courthouse.
3. Do witnesses testify in the Federal Appeals Court? If not, what evidence is heard by the Judge(s)? In a trial in the District Court, witnesses are allowed to give testimonies giving the jury or judge an opportunity to decide on who is guilty and who is not. 


 THE US DISTRICT COURTS

1. How are the Federal trial courts organized? What are they named? How many Federal Trial Courts are there in Massachusetts and where are they? Federal Trial courts are named as District Courts. Massachusetts courts consist of 2 federal courts and state court system. There are 7 departments of trial courts in Massachusetts located in Massachusetts.
2. Is testimonial evidence presented in this court? If yes, what types of evidence are allowed? Yes, testimonial evidence is presented in this court. Types of evidence presented include statements made by witnesses in court regarding the matter to be discussed in the court (Gugliuzza, 2012).
3. Jury Duty - what are the qualifications to serve as a juror in the FEDERAL system? Who is exempt from serving as a juror in the FEDERAL system? The legal qualifications for jury service include; US citizenship, age of atleast 18 years and above, a primary resident of the judicial district for at least 1year, adequate proficiency in English,  absence of physical or mental disqualifications and absence of conviction of a felony. The following groups of people are exempted from federal jury service; armed forces members who are on active duty, police officers of the state, federal or local governments and members of police departments or professional fire (Gugliuzza, 2012).
STATE COURT SYSTEM

1. What is the structure of the Massachusetts court system? Include the levels of courts and their names. The Massachusetts Court System is comprised of the Appeals Court, Supreme Judicial Court and 7 Trial Court departments. The supreme judicial court is referred as the court of last resort, Appeals Court is the appellate court while the trial level consists of superior, district, land, housing, juvenile, probate/family and Boston Municipal Court departments (Gugliuzza, 2012).
2. If a juvenile is arrested in Massachusetts, what court will his case be heard in federal or state? Why? A case of juvenile is heard in state court since different states have different limits for court eligibility for juveniles.
3. If a person files for bankruptcy in Massachusetts, what court will his case be heard in....federal or state? Why? A bankruptcy case y in Massachusetts is heard in federal courts because they have different judicial districts which handles different matters regarding bankruptcy.
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